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Soviet' agepLaUte time o£ his 
death have been dismissed as 
fanciful. The naval officer was 
thoroughly debriefed, interro¬ 
gated and investigated first ’.by 
the Royal Canadian Mounted 
Police, then Canadian Intellig¬ 
ence Officers and finally byl 
'Americans associated with the! 
FBI, the CIA and Military 
Intelligence. 

One of Kourdakov’s‘closest 
friends was Assistant Secretary 
of Defense John Broger, himself 
a veteran of anti-Communist re¬ 
ligious broadcasting in the Far 
East. 

I A complete intelligence clear¬ 
ance was necessary, friends 
■point out, before .Kourdakov 
•pould have been sponsored in 
Congress for a permanent resi¬ 
dent visa in the United States.! 
Such an application, was made! 

•in the closing days of the 92 nd I 
Congress by Rep. Earl Lan- 
grebe, R-Ind., and Sen. Everett 
Jordan, D-S.C. Congress ad -1 
journed before action could be 
taken, but Langrebe had indi¬ 
cated in late December that he 
was ready to re-submit the ap-l 
plication. Kourdakov was re -1 
.. portedly working on official 
visa papers for the Immigration 
and Naturalization Service at 
the time of his death. 

The case has focused atten¬ 
tion on the rivalry between var¬ 
ious evangelical groups who are 
trying to'penetrate the Iron! 
Curtain. Many of them are! 

' headquartered in Southern Cali¬ 
fornia, but carry on religious 
' activities and fund-raising oper¬ 
ations throughout the free 
world. I 

Bass has expressed concern 
(hat Kourdakov’s death might 
fce used by some in an attempt 
. to discredit ti^-swangehcalj 
movement. 


“This was a^ine, young man 
who felt he had a mission to 
help bring a better life to his 
fellow men in the Soviet Union,” 
Bass said in an interview. “He 
was impetuous, full of the joy of 
living, but he also realized he 
had a unique opportunity. His 
death is more than a personal 
< 2 oss. It is a loss to Christians 
everywhere ” * * 

* In the first days following the 
Shooting incident, Bass and oth¬ 
er close friends of Kourdakov 
were openly suspicious that foul 
play might have been involved. 
Today there seems to be gener¬ 
al acceptance of the official 
sheriff's and coroner’s verdicts 
of accidental death. 

The suspisions of foul play 
were based on Kourdakov’s own 
accounts to Canadian authori¬ 
ties of three attempts by al¬ 
leged Soviet Agents to threaten 
him while he was in that coun¬ 
try At the funeral, Eugene Klar 
oi Toronto confirmed that Ser¬ 
gei had been told by a suspect¬ 
ed KGB agent to “Stop talking 
or you’ll have an accident and ft 
will be the last accident you 
ever have.” r . j, 

Klar said he took Kourdakov 
Into his home for several 
months “to protect him.” The 
Canadian is a lay leader in that 
country’s Russian Orthodox 
£hureh and helped involve the 
flefector in religious activities. 

* It was Kourdakov’s fear of 
ijk)viet agents that led to his 
possession of the revolver that 

? killed him. Bass and friends in 
Washington had dissuaded him 
from carrying a weapon, .but 
during the Christmas holidays 
he persuaded a California 
friend to loan him the gun. I 

“It was a tragedy that' even 
here in the United States he 
could not forget his past,” said 
Sen. Harold Hughes, D-Iowa, 
who added: “I was very im¬ 
pressed with this young man,” 

Kourdakov had made scores 
of friends in Washington’s gov¬ 
ernment and military circles 
during brief visits to the Capitol 
, through the auspices of Fellow¬ 
ship House, an inter-denomina- 
^ tiohal Christian center. Many'of 
them were among the 200 who 
I attended his Meral JswJ ^«^i> 
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SUBJECT i- .SERGEI NIKOLAY lloUKDAKOV* aka 
IS ~ R 

00: Los Angeles 


Re Los Angeles airtel to Bureau 1/15/73. 

Enclosed for the Bureau and Washington Field 
Office (WFO)* is one (1) copy each of a newspaper article 
concerning subject which appeared in "The Register" 
newspaper of Santa Ana* California* on 1/19/73. 


County* Cali 
interviews dL 


On 1/17/73* Detective 


San Bernardino 


1/16/73- 


was t 

?orn 


a white i 

1- 

ua le , f 



q 



ziff f s Office* (SBSO)* stated he 

_I of the Underground Evangelism 

Uu 1 £ 3 iva r d . Glendale * California* on 

nj _ and is described as 

117 _pounds* and he r esides at 

I La Canada. California. [ — 


| was born on I 
recorder and recordea 


it his own 
stated 


vane, recorder ano. recoraea the interview. | | stated 

_[was non-committal about his religious group and 

would not state whether or not he was an actual minister. 

_dpni pri_the_axiatanno of a__tape recording on 

"wHich__ ^ _ stated she was not 

in the room when subject shot himself. 

r A I 


2^- Bureau (Enc. !•) 

- Washington Field (Enc 
2 - Los Angeles 

PWJ/clp ' i 


Approved: 


JAw 3 5197d 

-BLA'WASh. Hlll. OFFIC 


-M Per- 



Special Agent in Charge- 


GPO : 1970 O - 402-735 

















b7E 


, "ladvised that he had attempted unsuccessfully 
to reach JOHN BROGER at telephon e num ber (202) 0X7-6125, 

•5 - •«—t\ n ovsco I Istated BROGER supposedly 


in the Washington, D, C*, area. 


recommended the subject to Congressman EARL -LANGREBn, so that 
subject- would be granted entry into the United States, 
feels that an interview of BROGER is desirable to 


determine has interest in the subject and the Underground 
Evangelism group, how he met the subject, and whether or 
not he was speaking for his agency when he recommended 
the subject to Congressman LANGREBE. Los Angeles feels 
that an interview of BROGER is warranted as part of our 
inquiry to verify the nature of any threats tha t , ma y^ have 

been made against the subject by the Soviets. |_stated 

he was advised by Congressman LANGREBE that BROGER had 
subject's body examined in Washington, D. C.,. and BROGER 
w&s satisfied siihject had shot himself* | | added 

that Coroner * San Bernardino County, learned 

that BROGER wanted to forget the whole matter concerning 
the subject. 


||advised that subject's manuscripts were 
retained in Washington, D. C., for fu rther examin ation 
and were in the care of Special Agent f^ I of ^he 

Sub-Committee on Internal Affairs. 


b6 

b7C 
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According to I I an inquest will be held by 


the San Bernardino County Coroner 


Bothl 


t 


t 


in mid-February 


to c lear u p t he de ath of subject, as far as possible.. 


and! Ihave requested that the Bureau con tact 


_i, ana request;. _ | 

the SBSO in order to verify details concerning-! 


euuiac t 


land to discuss the possibility of having 


r 


, appear and testify at the inquest, coroner | ^ 

has also inquired if it would be possible for the Special 
Agents of the FBI who interviewed subject in Washington, 

D. g . to appear and testify at the inquest if necessary. 
Twas interested in determining to wha.t extent Special. 
J ts of the FBI could testify regarding facts in subject' 


Agents v*. v**^ * w v ____ o ^ ^ 

background and concerning statements made by the subject 
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On 1/24/73i . 
inquest regarding sub.jeni 
scheduled for 2/20/73. L 


I advised that the coroner's 
_s death is tentatively 
I stated he was advised 

by a letter from Congressman EARL F. LAiTGREBE that 

. r > -r-iT'N “V X 


the Congressman had asked the FBI | to ^ 
Underground Evangelism movement. 


.nvestigate the 
stated Congressman 


LANGREBE was unhappy with| because he (LANGREBE) 2 

had apioarently given a sneec n x‘or the Evangelist group 
“ “' A added that he had notified 


in Indiana on 7/23/72., , 

the Internal Revenue Service* and the California Tax 
Franchise Board regarding the Underground Evangelism 
group and he anticipated that these agencies will make 
an inquiry concerning this Evangp'' * r,v n group as to 

possible fraudulent activities.1_pointed out that 

in one month the subject made $16 5 000 on a speaking 
tour for the Underground Evangelism group of which the 
subject received ten percent. 


Istated that in his opinion., JOHN BROGER 
is the individual who originally contacted various 
Congressmen concerning the circumstances surrounding 
subject's death. 


REQUEST OF BUREAU 

The Bureau is requested to contact RCMP liaison 
and present the request of the SBS0 5 as set out above. 

It is also requested that the Bureau comment on 
the availability and extent to which. Special Agents who 
had personal contact with the subject will be able to testi^ 
at the coroner's inquest 5 if. necessary. 

LEADS 
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WASHINGTON FIELD 

WF O. WASHINGTON, D. C ;. It is noted that the 
enclosed newspaper clipping 1 describes JOHN BROGER as the 
Assistant Secretary of Defense and one of subject's closest 
friends. WFO is requested to interview BROGER along the 
—/ c . ./> . I „ i,l 
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guidelines set out above provided no information is 
available or received from the Bureau which would 
preclude the advisability of the interview. If 
interviewed* in addition to the above items* BROGER 
should be questioned concerning any knowledge he may 
have of any specific threats that may have been made 
against subject's life. 

LOS ANGELES 

AT LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA : Will maintain 
contact with SBSO regarding any - developments in this 
matter. 
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Re Los Angeles teletype to Bureau dated 2/23/73, 
and Los Angeles airtel to Bureau dated 1/24/73 (copy to WFO). 

Enclosed for information of Bureau is a copy 
of an article appearing in the Sun Telegram Newspaper, 
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J^V 4 XJL J-'UJLAAUJ. UJ.JLJV j . . J.J. vxUJ-W; v u ’ LiA b v u. v- » w. J- '/ ►- j. 

coroner’s inquest at San Bernardino on 3/1/73, in, which 
the jury ruled that subject accidentally shot himself. 

The nature of the "New Evidence" referred to by Congressman 
EARL LANDGREBE is also explained. 

On 3/7/73, Coroner r 1 San Bernardino County, 

advised that themanuscripts in subject's possession at the 
time of his death are still in Wash ington, D.C. in the care 
of Chief Investigator | | of Senator STROM THUR MOND’S 

Subcommittee on Internal Security. He stated I can be 

reached at thp h pm Sen ate Office Building, teiepnone number 
225-8247. stated| |told him that the manuscripts 

of the sub ject d ealt with a story he was xvriting contained no 
information of an internal security nature. HILL stated the 
manuscripts are supposed to be returned to him sometime in the 
future. He stat ed the natur e of the manuscripts could be 
verified through!_| _ 
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LEAD 


WASHINGTON FIELD 

AT WASHINGTON, 
Investigator 


D e C„: It is requested that Chief 

"1 above, he contacted in order to 

rr _• -u ^ ^ i, ~ A H 


JLIJL v u u vj. |_I ' ~ ? . _ . . 

verify that subject’s manuscripts contained no information 
of a security or intelligence nature. 
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S/J2, Los ijageles 


/ustiiig Birector, FBI 

1/ 

smmi mmuz ska 

m * a 


4/3/73 


Bcurairtel 3/12/73* 

Bureau does not desire to have KFO contact idle 
Chief Investigator for the Senate Subcommittee on Internal 
Security to deterMne the contents of a rniuserlpfc which 
i?as in the possession of the subject n t tho of his 
death* Iny such inquiry which Coroner | of 

San Bernardino County desires to have rEde should be nade 
by his office and not by the Bureau* 

(D - tJFO 









